BOOK COVER DESIGN

You can judge a book by its cover
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Book cover design is like packaging design for
a story. Rather than summarizing the book, the
design principles and visual cues should
communicate:

1. Author’s writing style
2. Subject matter

3. Genre
4. Tone
5. Set the mood
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Stylistic Approaches

Consider what design style communicates
about a book. Here are 10 stylistic points
of departure:
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1. Collage

Bring together images
from different
perspectives to create a
new perspective.
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2. Abstract

Use form, color, and pattern
to describe mood. Make it
static, disjointed, unified or
create movement.
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Visual cues like gradients,
neon, geometric
typefaces, futuristic
Imagery
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4. lllustrated

Consider line quality , line weight,
definition (either realistic or
sketchy), vector-based, 3D,
painterly, cross-hatched, children’s
book style with textures
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5. Minimalist

Extract the essence,
distill, reduce. Use white
space to create
sophistication.
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Find figure/ground
relationships that show multi-
stability spacial ambiguity and
reveal discoverability and
association psychology.
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/. Pattern

Use pattern to create
rhyme, repetition, rhythm
and movement.
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8. Photographic

Use portraits and other
photographic elements to
create realism or surrealism.
Use the eyes to engage the
viewer.
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9. Retro

Use vintage visual cues to
create a sense of
nostalgia.
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10. Typographic

Use type as image to
create connections
between word and

Image.
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Consider basic principles for how forms
inter-relate, aesthetics and human
perception such as scale, overlap, Gestalt
principles, rhyme & repetition, typetace
voice & pairings, tangents to create
tension, intersect, alignment,

grid systems, and color theory.
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